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Diverse Coalition Calls on Legislature to Override Governor Pataki’s Vetoes Next Week

ALBANY (April 19, 2006) A diverse array of organizations came together today in Albany to urge the members of the Senate and the Assembly to override the Governor’s vetoes when they return from their Easter/Passover recess.  The groups praised the Legislature for restoring many of the draconian cuts the Governor had proposed and for the bi-partisan, open and timely way they negotiated their budget.

The groups argued that Governor Pataki’s vetoes needed to be overridden to make sure that all New Yorkers had access to higher education, healthcare, housing and other essential services.  The groups also urged the Governor to stop playing Presidential politics with the budget process.

“The New York State Budget should not be the brush the Governor uses to paint himself as a fiscal conservative for his 2008 Presidential run,” stated Ron Deutsch, Executive Director of New Yorkers for Fiscal Fairness.  “The Governor seems to be trying to appeal to the voters of New Hampshire and Iowa rather than meeting the needs of the residents of our state.  His vetoes, if allowed to stand, would result in job losses and decreased access to healthcare, higher education, and affordable housing to name just a few.  I am sure the Governor was pleased with the level of care he recently received during his hospital stay, shouldn’t all New Yorkers have access to that same level of medical care?” 

Albany County Executive Mike Breslin expressed serious concerns about how the vetoes would impact the fiscal viability of Albany’s public nursing homes. “Fiscal relief for public nursing homes is urgently needed. Property taxpayers in New York will subsidize the operations of public nursing homes by $200 million this year. The Governor vetoed desperately needed financial relief that will result in the loss of more than $22 million dollars of relief over the next three years to Albany County alone. It is imperative that the Legislature override these vetoes to reduce the burden on our taxpayers and preserve our public nursing homes, often the facility of last resort for the most vulnerable members of our community.”
“The Legislature did the right thing by including $60 million in the state budget to allow the State University to hire more full-time faculty and admit more students,” said Bill Scheuerman, President of United University Professions, the union that represents SUNY faculty.

 “SUNY needs those dollars to correct a ten-year shortage of faculty. Unless the Senate and Assembly overrides the governor’s vetoes, SUNY students will continue to face crowded classrooms, limited course options and delayed graduations, and other students will be denied access to affordable, quality higher education.”

"The Governor's vetoes will place new hardships on working New Yorkers at or slightly above the poverty line who rely on Family Health Plus," said Joy Gould, Health Care Project Director for Citizen Action of New York.  "For the first time, providers will be allowed to refuse to provide care to a Family Health Plus recipient who cannot afford the co-payments that recently went into effect.  That is penny wise and pound-foolish because research shows that people avoid getting care if they can't pay the co-pay.  Then they arrive in the emergency room needing more expensive care when their health problems become so severe they delay getting care any longer,"
“I am outraged that in the midst of this widely acknowledged housing crisis, the Governor would choose to veto restorations of low-income housing programs.   The Legislature passed a good but modest housing budget and should act immediately to override the Governor’s vetoes to ensure that low-income New Yorkers have access to the affordable housing they so desperately need,” stated Blair Sebastian, Executive Director of the NYS Rural Housing Coalition.

Michael Burgess, Director of the NYS Alliance of Retired Americans, was also dismayed at the vetoes the Governor issued around programs and services affecting seniors in New York. "The Governor is out of touch and disengaged.  He doesn't solicit opinions or listen to anybody who needs government help.  He slashes billions in spending including health care services and programs for seniors and the poor, yet he proposes estate tax relief for millionaires.  Thankfully King George is a lame duck."
Frank Mauro, Executive Director of the Fiscal Policy Institute, questioned the Governor’s claims that his vetoes are constitutionally protected from overrides.  According to Mauro, “Many of the Governor’s claims of unconstitutionality are based on narrow technical grounds and have already been corrected by clean-up legislation that passed the Senate and Assembly last week.  Others are based on attempts by the Governor to push the reasoning of the Court of Appeals in its “separation of powers” decisions to new and ridiculous extremes.  And still others are based on theories that have nothing to do with those decisions.”
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